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ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.
Honzoutr for Amlericani, Su(rgeons.

AT a meeting of the President, Vice-President -and Council, it
was unanimously resolved to confer the Honorary Fellowship
of-the College upon the following distinguished American
surgeons: W. J. Mayo, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, U.S.A.;
C. E. Mayo, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, U.S.A.; Geo. E. Brewer,
New York; Geo. W. Crile, Cleveland, Ohio; Richard H. Harte,
Philadelphia; W. W. Keen, Philadelphia; John M. T. Fianney,
Baltimore; A. J. Ochsner, Chicago. It is hoped that the
ceremony will take place in the early autumn.

ARTHUR F. DOBBS, M.B., T.C.D.,
Athllone.

DR. ARTHUR FRANCIS DoBBs d-ied unexpectedly on April
20th. As usual with him, he was early at work in the
Military Barracks, where he complained of not feeling
well and was brought home. Late in the day he became
unconscious, and before the evening- sun had set he had
gone to his reward.
He entered Trinity College, Dublin, in the early

seventies, and lhad had a brilliant career in the arts
school before entering tlle medical, from which he
graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1877. After practising for some
years in the Federated Malay States he started in private
practice in Athlone, where in a short time he acquired a
large and widely spread practice, becoming successively'
civil surgeon to the military, medical attendant on the
police, the post office, the Great Southern and Western
Railway and to the Incorporated Society's schools. His
opinion was much sought after, by his colleagues, who
warmly appreciated the unerring rectitude of his ethical
sepse, his wide knowledge of professional matters and
accuracy of diagnosis, coupled with an intimate knowledge
of the newer developments.
Those whlo knew Arthur Dobbs and who were his friends

will miss much more than a genial colleague. He was
descended from a race which has helped to mould the
history of the countrv in the Irish Parliament, and which
had an hereditary appanage, in the borough, of Carrick.
fergus, of whom perhaps the most distinguished member
was tLhat Francis Dobbs who occupied no small place in
the ranks of the county members during 0Grattan's
Parliament, and who is frequently spoken of in the
records of the period as "MMillennium " Dobbs, from a
pamphlet he wrote proving the immediate imminence of
the millennium, whVich was one of the reasons he adduced
against the Union in the closing stages of Grattan's
Parliament. Lecky recoid's of him that "He was a man
of respectable family and private means, of an eminently
pujre, gentle, honourable, ana benevolent character." The
words apply' with ealfece to his descendant, except as
to. the private means. Arthur Dobbs' was h6spitable,
kindly, courteous, and benevolent, placed his liest services
at the disposal of the poor and needy as readily as at those
of his richest clients. J. M.

Sir ARTHUR 'BALL, F.R.C.S.I., writes: The death of Dr.
Artlhur Dobbs, of Athllone, will be felt as a personal sorrow
by many medical men in Ireland, and all classes, particu-
larly the poor over a wide area ii the Midlands, will truly
nmidurn his loss. Dr. Dobbs was of the type of practitioner
that is unfortunately dying out in this country-a man
able to get on well with those of all classes, creeds and
politics. Although working away from modern hospital
facilities, he kept himself up to date by post-graduate
classes and books in a wonderful manner. He was a man
of 'considerable resources in emergencies-he had operated
on a stranaulated hernia successfully in a dirty cottage,
with no assistance and by the light of a candle. Another
instance: Called to see a poor woman far out in the
country, he found her enormously distended, apparently
dyingr from intestinal obstruction; it was impossible
to get her moved to a hospital and no surgical aid
was available. Instead of leaving her to die, Dobbs fol.
lowed what I believe is a method sometimes carried out
in cattle, and punctured the obstructed bowel through the
abdominal, wall in several places with a hypodermic
needle and allowed the flatus to escape, with the result
-that the patient improved and he was able to get her
moved to Dublin the following day, where the obstruction
was successfully dealt with by operation. - A life- saved by
taking a risk which most of us would have hesitated to

take. Military duties during the war and the traaic state
of the country since prevented hiim taking any rest from
his work. Ile had on several occasions during the past
year intended taking a few days' rest, but something
always turned up to prevent him. Want of rest, the strain
of the present troubled times caused the end, but 'he died,
as I am sure he would have wished, at the post of duty.

DR. DAVID VALENTINE REES died at hlis residence at
Brecon, on April 13tb, aged 67. He was educated at
Llandovery College and the London Hospital, and took
the diplomas of 1I.R.C.S. in 1875 and that of L.R.C.P.
Lond. in 1876. After servinga as house-surgeon and house-
pllysician at -the London Hospital and junior house-
surgeon, to the Poplar Hospital, he commenced practice
forty years ago in Brecon, wlhere he built up a wide and
influential connexion. At the time of his death he was
senior surgeon to the Brecknock Infirmary, M.O.H. to the
Urban District Council, and a member of the War Pensions
Medical Board. Dturing -the war he served at the Penoyre
(Brecon) and BuilthiWells Red Cross Hospitals and did a
great deal of work at the Brecon barracks in addition to
serving on the local medical board. He was awarded the
O.B.E. in 1919. For twenty-six years he lheld a com-
batant officer's commission in thle local volunteers and
their successors, tlle Territorials, and had attained -the
rank of major. He was a J.P. for the county and a
member of the North Glamorgan and Brecknock Division
of the Britishl Medical Association. He is survived by his
widow and one son.

DR. FREDERICK J. BURMAN of Wath-on-Dearne, whose
death from injuries caused by a motor-car occurred on
April 15th, was eclucated at Leeds. He took tlle diploma
of M.R.C.S. in 1883, and L.R.C.P.EdLin. aud L.M. in 1886.
He had resided in Watlh-on-Dearne, and ultimately suc-
ceeded to the practice established by his grandfather and
afterwards carried on by his father. He was medical
officer of thle Wath, Rotherrham, etc., Joint HospitJ, M.O.H.
and medical officer and public vaccinator for Watll-on-
Dearne, certifying factory surgeon, and a member of the
Barnsley Division of the British Medical Association. He
was also an examiner for the St. John Ambulance A:sso-
ciation and a vice-president of the Yorkslhire Branch of the
Society of Medical Officers of Health. For the last two
year-s Dr. Burman had held. the position of vicar's ws,rden
at the Wath parish church. He. leaves a widow and one
daughter.

DR. SAMUEL WALKER, one of the oldest medical* prac.
titioners in Middlesbrough, died on April 17th, aged 77.
He received his omedioal -education at Guy's Hospital, and
took the diplomas of M.R.C.S.Eng. and I.S.A. in. 1870.
After serving as house-surgeon at the West London
Hospital and the Northampton Infirmary he commenced
practice in Middlesbrough. He was a J.P. for Middles-
brough, and an ex-President of the North of England
Branch of the British Medical Association. He had been
a Freemason for forty years, and was the oldest past-
master of the Ferruim Lodge, and in addition held high
degrees in another lodge. His wife died about two years
ago, but he leaves three daughters and two sons.

THE death is reported of Dr. ALFRED ERNEST W. RAMS8
BOTTOM, oL Heilbron, Orange Free State, aged 60. He was
born at Grahamstown, the son of Mr. William Ramsbottom.
He received his medical education in Dublin, and took
tlle diplomas of L.R.C.S.I. in 1882, L.R.C.P.I. and L.M.
in 1883, and F.R.C.S.I. in 1896, and graduated M.D.Durh.
in 1902. He practised at Fauresmith and Bloemfontein,
and acted as chief medical officer of the Orange1'ree State
forces during the Boer war. On the conclusion of peace
lie resumed his practice at Bloemfontein, but in recent
years carried on his medical work at Heilbron. He was a
member of the Orange Free State and Basutoland Branch
of the British Medical Association, and held the portfolio
of treasurer of the Orange River Colony from 1907. to 1910,
when he was appointed the first administrator of theOrange
Free State on the formation of the Union of South- Africa.
It was- while on a visit to London with reference to post-
graduate study that he was seized with illness which
proved fatal.


